
“I met Susie at university when 
she was 19 and I was 18. She was 
chatty and sociable and, when she 
spoke to you, she made you feel 
like the most important person in 
the room. Everyone loved her.
We went on to study teaching 
together, got married and happily 
settled in Great Baddow with our 
two young sons, Flynn (now 9) and 
Nathaniel (7).

I was teaching PE and geography 
and Susie was thrilled when she 
got her dream job working as an 
early years teacher at St Cedd’s 
in Chelmsford, which was her old 
primary school.

Susie had been suffering with 
ulcerative colitis (inflammation of 
the large intestine) for many years, 
often ending up in hospital when 
it flared up. It was at one of her 
routine check-ups in October 2020 
that they found something on her 
scan which turned out to be cancer.
She had surgery to remove part of 
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her bowel and then months  
of chemotherapy. We were in the 
middle of the Covid pandemic so I 
couldn’t be with her when she had 
her treatment, which she bravely 
endured all on her own.

In May 2021, we were told that the 
cancer had gone. Susie and I were 
so relieved and we enjoyed an 
amazing summer with our boys.
Just five months later, a blood 
test showed that the cancer had 
returned and was in her stomach. 
The doctors said they couldn’t 
operate which was devastating 
news - so we sought a second 
opinion, but they said the same. The 
cancer quickly spread to her liver.

Susie became very ill and frail. We 
spent a family Christmas at home 
together but she had to go back 
into hospital on 27th December for 
another three days. 

It was at that time that we first 
heard about Farleigh Hospice. 
I’d only associated hospices with 
end of life care. I didn’t know what 
to expect when Susie was admitted 
to Farleigh for a week at the end 
of January to manage her symptoms.

The care we received at Farleigh 
Hospice was unbelievably good. 
Susie’s room was very comfortable 
with patio doors so she could look out 
onto the garden. There was a lounge 
with toys where the boys could play 
and a kitchen area and bathroom. 
I had been caring for Susie 24 hours 
a day at home and looking after the 
boys too. She could see how tired I 

was and I knew she put on a brave 
front to try to make things easier 
for me. Farleigh took this pressure 
off of me which helped Susie to 
relax and stop worrying as soon as 
she got there. 

In hospital, Susie was well cared 
for but she saw different faces 
each day: she’d be answering the 
same questions and repeating 
herself with each new person she 
met. At Farleigh, it really is 24-hour 
care – you don’t have to wait to 
see a doctor and you see the same 
friendly, nurses every day. They 
really understand your worries, so 
you don‘t have to explain yourself.

The care team always knew what 
to do. Ever since her first day at 
Farleigh, Susie was never in pain 
from her cancer as they fitted 
a syringe driver to give her the 
correct medication. She knew that 
help would be instant and that was 
a comfort to us both.

Farleigh’s home care was also 
great. When Susie returned home, 
the same nurse visited every day, 
following the same routine.
Susie collapsed at home on Friday 
11th February. Farleigh sent a doctor 
and nurse to see her and they told 
us that she had reached end of 
life. They explained everything and 
answered the questions that I’d been 
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too scared to ask so we knew what 
to expect, which was reassuring.

She was readmitted to Farleigh  
on the Sunday. The same nurses 
were there to welcome her back  
and Susie was instantly at ease  
and less worried.

Because the care team at Farleigh 
were open and honest about end 
of life, we could finally accept that 
there wouldn’t be some last-minute 
treatment for Susie - so we made 
the most of our final days together. 
Her parents and sister were able to 
visit and say their goodbyes.
Farleigh fed and cared for me 
and the boys too so I didn’t 
have to leave her as her health 
deteriorated. I got to sit with her all 
day and she could hear Flynn and 
Nathaniel playing in the lounge.  
I just spent hours with her – if she 
woke up, I’d be there.

the fundraising in her memory has 
rocketed from there, with over 650 
individual and group donations.
Her school, St Cedd’s, kindly held  
a Rainbow Day in memory of Susie 
where the children dressed in 
different colours, raising £2,000 
for Farleigh. Our sons’ school also 
raised money.

Our friends and family have done 
their own fundraising too or joined 
me on sporting challenges. We 
took part in Farleigh’s Walk for Life 
and I did the Ride London cycling 
event with two friends. On 2nd 
October, five of us completed the 
London Marathon and I’ll also be 
playing in a 24-hour tennisathon.

We are holding a Ball on 15th 
October at Pontlands Park to 
celebrate what would have been 
Susie’s 40th birthday as well as 
Farleigh’s 40th year. I would be over 
the moon if, after the Ball, we will 
have raised over £35,000. 

I am very thankful to everyone who 
has helped me to fundraise, joined 
me on my runs, helped to organise 
the Ball… there are just too many 
amazing people to mention. It 
means a lot to me and shows the 
kind of person that Susie was.

Farleigh is now arranging 
bereavement support for Flynn 
and Nathaniel through its Yo-Yo 
Project. I am receiving group 
support from its Circle Adult 
Bereavement service and will be 
starting counselling soon. It was 
initially difficult for me to go back 
to the hospice but it does give me 
comfort to be there and I’m finding 
it very helpful. 

Words can’t express how 
grateful I am for the care and 
support that we’ve received 
from Farleigh Hospice. The 
doctors and nurses always 
made Susie feel like she was 
the most important person, 
not just a patient. They took 
away her pain and made her 
smile. Farleigh gave Susie 
precious time with me, the 
boys and our family so we 
could say goodbye and I 
cannot thank them enough.”
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Susie passed away at Farleigh 
Hospice on Wednesday 16th 
February. She was the most 
amazing, caring, supportive and 
thoughtful wife and mum and the 
boys and I miss her very much.

I will forever be grateful for 
Farleigh’s care and support at this 
very difficult time - Farleigh’s 
Chaplain conducted her funeral for 
our family. Susie was very popular 
and a friend to so many that we 
had to limit it to only 200 people 
and broadcast the service live for 
everyone else to watch. Flowers 
are nice but expensive, so I asked 
everyone who came to make a 
donation to Farleigh instead. I was 
overwhelmed by the response and 

It is very difficult to lose someone 
you love and suddenly become a 
single parent, managing everything 
on your own. Exercise has really 
helped me to cope mentally and 
physically and fundraising for 
Farleigh has given me something 
positive to focus on.

I just want to give something back. 
It costs so much to run a hospice 
and Farleigh is a charity, relying 
on public support. If it wasn’t for 
people fundraising before me, 
Susie wouldn’t have received care 
at Farleigh. Other people will need 
that care and if I can help just one 
person, I’ll be very happy.

I’ve set up an online fundraising page - 
www.susiewookey.muchloved.com 
- as an everlasting tribute to Susie 
and the total is now over £32,000.  
I never thought we would raise  
so much.

You can help Farleigh Hospice  
to care for more people  
like Susie by making a  
donation. Please go to

farleighhospice.org/lightupalife 
or call 01245 457351.
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